
ACPP members have chosen the following    
issues as policy priorities for 2010.      
(The first two are permanent priorities; the 

remaining five reflect this year’s concerns.)  
 

Adequate state budgets  
 

Fairer state policies toward low-income    
Alabamians usually depend on adequate 
funding. By the same token, budget cuts to 
health care, child care, education and other 
human services can have a lopsided impact 
on òthe least of these.ó  
 

ACPP will work to promote quality,    
affordable health care for all Alabamians;      
prevent harmful cuts to essential         
programs; and ensure proper use of    
federal stimulus funds. 

 

Tax reform  
 

Despite our 2006 win ð an increase in the 
income tax threshold from $4,600 to $12,600 
ð Alabama continues to tax low-income    
people deeper into poverty.  
 

ACPP supports a proposal to eliminate 
the state portion of the sales tax on     
groceries and cap the unfair deduction for 
federal income taxes paid. 

 

ACPP believes the lasting solution to our 
chronic health care funding shortfall is 
new revenue for the General Fund. 

  

Katrina relief  
 

Four years after the storm, hundreds of long-
time coastal Alabama residents, including 
families, seniors and people with disabilities, 
remain in damaged housing. 
 

ACPP supports adequate Hurricane 
Katrina recovery funding. 

 

We support a comprehensive assessment 
of unmet needs in storm-damaged south 
Mobile County. 

 

Worker savings incentives  
 

When it takes most or all of a familyõs income 
just to get by, thereõs little hope of saving for 
the future.  
 

ACPP supports state investment in the 
Individual Development Account (IDA) 
program. With an IDA, a low-income 
worker saving toward education, a down 
payment on a home, or starting a       
business can turn $2,000 into $6,000 with 
a 2-to-1 match in federal and state, local 
or private funds.  

 

Constitutional reform  
 

Alabamaõs 1901 constitution was designed to 
suppress the power of local governments ð 
and ordinary citizens ð by giving the         
Legislature control over numerous aspects of 
local policymaking, taxation and spending. 
 

ACPP supports letting the people decide 
whether we need a new state constitution.  

 

Death penalty moratorium  
 

Studies have shown that Alabamaõs death 
penalty system discriminates on the basis of  
race, income, age and disability.  
 

ACPP supports a three-year moratorium 
on the death penalty while the state      
reviews inequities in our criminal justice 
system and in the application of capital 
punishment. 

 

Housing trust fund  
 

Alabama has an estimated shortage of 45,000 
affordable housing units. Thirty-eight other 
states have established housing trust funds as 
a long-term response to housing shortages.  
 

ACPP supports the creation of an       
Affordable Housing Trust Fund to pro-
mote housing rehabilitation, construction 
of affordable rental units and opportuni-
ties for home ownership for low-income 
Alabamians, people with mental and 
physical disabilities, people who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness, and 
the elderly. The dedicated revenue stream 
would be a mortgage recording tax of      
5 cents for each $100 of mortgage value. 

 

 Endorsements 
 

ACPP endorses two additional policy goals: 
 

Dedicated state funding for public transit.  
 

Establishment of an equal pay commis-
sion to study wage disparities between 
men and women and between minority 
and majority racial/ethnic groups and to 
recommend solutions. 

 

Other legislative action 
 

ACPP will monitor all proposed legislation to 
evaluate its potential impact on low-income 
Alabamians. The legislative committee of the 
board may approve membership action on 
issues that may arise.  
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Who are we? 
 

Arise Citizensô Policy Project (ACPP) 

is a statewide nonprofit organization 
comprising 150 community groups and 
congregations, as well as individual 

members. ACPP analyzes state policies 
and educates its members on poverty 

issues. ACPP has 501(c)(3) status, so 
contributions are tax-deductible.  
 
Alabama Arise has the same member-

ship as ACPP. It promotes state policies 
that improve the lives of low-income 
Alabamians. Alabama Arise has three 
part-time lobbyists during legislative 
sessions. Because Alabama Arise has 
501(c)(4) status, contributions are not 
tax-deductible. 

 

How do we work? 
 

Arise uses three kinds of activities 
to promote fairer state policies     
toward low-income Alabamians: 
 

Policy analysis  
 

The ACPP policy team studies     
current state policies and legislative 
proposals and analyzes their impact 
on ñthe least of these.ò 
 

Statewide organizing  
 

ACPP believes low-income people 
deserve a voice in the development of 
public policies that affect their lives.  
 

Citizen advocacy  
 

ACPP works to equip its members 
for active participation in the democratic 
process, including legislative advocacy. 
 

Weõve redesigned the ACPP website     
to make our news, analysis and other 
resources easier to use! Visit us at  
www.arisecitizens.org. 


